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A Letter to a European Peer - From Independence to

Freedom

Hello! I am glad that you, a young European, are reading this letter, in which I have expressed
my thoughts and views. Many countries have not even heard of Georgia, and I want the whole
world to know the history, culture, and traditions of my homeland. May 26 is Georgia&#39;s
Independence Day. Georgian patriots have gone through a path full of Barriers to make this day
happen, and we are well aware of the significance of this event and every year we celebrate this
special day in the history of our country with great joy.

I was born in independent Georgia, which means that I did not witness the bloody scenes of

war, I did not lose a loved one in the battle for the restoration of the country&#39;s independence,
and I am happy that I had this privilege. Nevertheless, I have often thought about the path that
my homeland and its worthy children have taken to ensure a bright future for future generations,
I have criticized those rulers who gave up freedom in exchange for peace, I felt pride when the
teacher told us about the dedication and courage of Georgians in school lessons. Nowadays,
Georgia is considered an independent state, however, there is still a threat of invasion by
external forces, because our small country occupies a very favorable territory and in the past it
was precisely for this reason that we had to repel the enemy.

Many great civilizations have been destroyed by external forces, such as the Byzantine Empire,
which controlled other nations for centuries before finally falling to the Ottomans. Georgia,

despite its small population and territory, has always managed to stand firm and maintain its



national identity.

The independence that we have today was gained in 1991. If independence is only formal, then
people will not be happy. It is necessary for society to have the opportunity to freely think,
reflect, and express their opinions. This is exactly what Georgians, especially artists and writers,
who were inspired by patriotism, fought for in the past. Today, I am not afraid to freely express

my opinion using social networks or other means, whereas in the past I would have been

sentenced to death for it. I think it is my duty to appreciate the sacrifices that previous
generations made for us so that I could live in an independent country.

The older generation often talks about the dark period known as the
“otkhmotsdaatianebi”(nineties). At that time, we had already gained independence, although
whether the people were truly free is debatable. After the collapse of the Soviet Union, we got
an independent, but unstable, Georgia without education and peace, where wars, internal
conflicts, etc. were frequent. People lived in fear, most families did not have enough income to
live a full life, such important resources as gas, electricity, and water were rarely provided to the
population, although Georgians had hope that all this would soon end.

In today&#39;s reality, fortunately, no one restricts my ability to think freely, but there are still many
challenges in this regard. For example, there are still stereotypes that I struggle with every day,
which may make my opinion unacceptable to others, although no one will reprimand me for
expressing my opinion. Today, I have the opportunity to communicate with my peers both in
Georgia and abroad, for example, with citizens of any European country. My generation gives
me hope that the world will develop in other areas in the future, besides the technological
sphere, because my peers are not afraid to express their opinions and argue.

Since the declaration of independence, Georgia has been trying to establish European values
and standards in order to protect human rights, ensure equality, the rule of law, and equal

development opportunities. Despite many efforts, we still face many challenges, such as



poverty, internal conflicts, separatism, etc. However, I believe that with the determination and
efforts of the Georgian people, our country will take a worthy place among European countries

and will take a worthy place among worthy nations.



